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51810516: MAJOR: THAI STUDIES; Ph.D. (THAI STUDIES)
KEYWORD: RICE CULTURE/ FARMERS/ CHANGE/ BANGPAKONG RIVER/
RIBUTARY
SUPATRA AMNUAYSAWASDI : RICE CULTURE CHANGE OF i:ARMERS IN
THE RIBUTARY OF BANGPAKONG RIVER BASIN. ADVISORY COMMITTEE: CHARAN
CHAKANDANG, Ph.D., SUPANNEE CHAIAMPORN, Ph.D., PITOON POTISAWANG,
Ph.D., 326 P. 2013.

The objective of this research is to study the rice culture change of the farmers in the tributary of
Bangpakong River basin using two sample communities which were the white and the green communities.
Farmers in these communities were classified into 3 groups which were the farmers who had their own land
for cultivation, farmers who both owned and rented the land and farmers who rented the land only. The data
collected include indepth interview with 25 key informants the changes evoluing from traditional to modern
period. The study as a whole focuses on the changes of social, cultural, and economic factors affecting the
farmers’ way of lives in both positive and negative aspects.

The research results that the rice culture changes of farmers from the traditional (before 1982 B.E.)
to modemn period (1982-present) affected the farmers’ way of lives, in both positive and negative aspects, The
changing factors both in pesitive and negative aspects were from the change of culture, economy, technology,
modemization, transportation, and information system. Traditionally, both communities were characterized by
the simple way of lives, the inconvenience in communication between communities, rice cultivation for their
own consumptions within the communities, use of the local rice stalking, dependence on nature, team working
among their relatives, reliance on the ritual believes, tradition and values from their ancestors and traditional
practice for the stages of production. Once the communities were modernized, families became nuclear
families The research found that families became more single family, social relations became more complex,
automobiles replaced paddled boats. Rice production was no longer for family consumption but for sale to
make profit relying on hired labor instead of exchange of labor from neighbors. Most of modernized farmers
switched from rice farming to shrimp or fish farming because of better profit. The results from changing rice
culture had both positive and negative aspects. The positive outcomes were the convenience, the speedy
production of farm product resulting from using modern technologies, bigger and wider market. As regards the
negative outcome, in their farmland had residues chemical, erosion soil, the farmers get into debt, farmers lack
pride of their own traditional culture due to the dominance of imported culture. This is the reason that forces
the farmers to work harder and see to the importance of money more than any other things and the ones who

own a lot of capital would control the means of production.
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