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51810523: MAJOR: THAI STUDIES; Ph.D (THAI STUDIES)
KEYWORDS: FARMERS’ LIFESTYLE/ PRACHIN BURI RIVER BASIN/FARMERS?/
PRACHIN BURI
UNCHALEE MEEBUN: THE FARMERS LIFE ALONG THE PRACHIN BURI
RIVER BASIN 2398 BC. TO 2549 BC. ADVISORY COMMITTEE: PARADEE MAHAKHAN.

M.Ed; AUTCHA K.BUAKASORN. M.S. 243 P. 2013,

The purposes of this research study were (1) to study farmers’ lifestyle along the Prachin Buri
basin river between 2398-2549 BC (2) study the factors affecting the economic, lifestyle, and adaptation
of local people living along the PrachinBuri river basin; and) (3) to study the present situation and the
guideline for sustainable agricultural improvement (rice farming) based on the social and cultural condition
of Thai farmers. The research study was conducted in‘an area along the PrachinBuri river basin in seven
districts of PrachinBuri Provinee, namely Mueang District, Ban Sang District, Sri Mahosot Distriet, Sri
MahaPhotthe District, Prachatakham District, KabinBuri District, and Na Di District. The research study
was a historical-rescarch which collected the data dating back between 2398-2549 BC through document
study, observation, and in-depth interview. The snowball'sampling technique was employed to select the
sample'and the data was analyzed using historical analysjs, analysis of economic, social, cultural relations,
and network model analysis.

The findings of this research study revealed that most ofrice farmers living along the
PrachinBuri river basin currently had countryside-oriented lifestyles. More interestingly, rice farmers living
along the PrachinBuri river basin in the past were self-reliant. The findings also found evidences of cultural
landscapes associated with rice farming and a long historical background from a period of pre and post-
bowring treaty (2398 BC ) until a period pre and during- Eastern-Seaboard project implementation (2535-
2549 BC).In each period, a variety of internal, external, physical, mental, economic, and social factors were
found as major forces for rice farmers to move forwards for the changes; they had a living memory
together; they could create their “identity” for their community to fight against opposition forces until they
are able to have avaluable living in the contemporary time. farmers’ network was found to be embedded
with an exquisite mental system which was enlightened with beautiful traditional culture. Rice is an
“identity" indicating Thainess because rice was main meal of Thai people. To express gratitude to rice or
god of grain, rice farmers created a rice spirit to give mental and moral support, to reduce anxiety, to create
joy, and to maintain lives’ stability. The findings generated from this research study can be utilized as a
foundatton knowledge or future guideline for sustainable rice farming improvement based on the social and

cultural condition of Thai farmers.
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