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LANORLIN PHONGSAVATH: A CAUSAL RELATIONSHIP MODEL OF ALCOHOLIC

DRINKING BEHAVIOR FOR THE UNDERGRADUATES, LAO PEOPLE’S DEMOCRATIC
REPUBLIC. ADVISORY COMMITTEE: SUCHADA KORNPETPANEE, Ph. D. , POONPONG
SUKSAWANG, Ph. D. 181 P. 2013.

The purpose of this research was to develop a causal relationship model of
alcoholic drinking behavior. The model consisted of five latent variables: sensation
seeking, positive expectancy, negative expectancy, drinking motives, and alcoholic
drinking behavior. The sample consisted of 500 undergraduates from Lao People’s
Democratic Republic, selected by stratified random sampling. LISREL 8.80 was used
for descriptive statistics and causal model analysis.

Results indicated that the causal model of alcoholic drinking behavior was
consistent with empirical data: Chi-square test of goodness of fit = 52.86, df = 73,
x%/df = 0.72, p = 963, GFl = .99, AGFl = .97, CFl = 1.00, NF/ = 1.00, NNF/ = 1.00, SRMR
= 017, RMSEA = .00. The variables in the model accounted for 79% of the variance
of alcoholic drinking behavior. Drinking motives had a positive direct effect on
drinkine behavior. Sensation seeking, positive expectancy had a positive indirect
effect on drinking behavior, while negative expectancy had a negative indirect effect
on drinking behavior through drinking motives. The results indicated that drinking

behavior of undergraduates was decided by drinking motives.
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