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Titie Public Opinion Affecting theyDecision to Elect Local Leaders in
Tambon Chakthai, Kahao Khitchakut Disgrict, Chantaburi Province
Researcher Thummarot Phonpruksa

Program Master of Public Administration (Public and Private Management)

Academic Year 2011

Abstract

This purpose of this research was to identify and compare public opinions affecting the
decision to elect local leaders in Tambon Chakthai, Khao Khitchakut District in Chantaburi
province, based on their gender, age, education, career and income. The sample gl:oup consisted
of 350 eligible voters sclected by proportional allocation sampling from 8 villages.
Questionnaires were used for data collection, and the statistical methods employed for data
analysis were, Percentage, Mean, Standard Deviation, One - way ANOVA, t - test, and LSD
{Least Significant Difference test), with the level of statistical significance set at .05,

The study revealed personal charactenstics as the most influential factor in the decision
to elect local teaders, followed by the candidate’s leadership {that of the village heads), and
canvassers and related environment, with political campaigns as the least inftuential factor. This
could be attnibuted to the similarities m cach candidate™s political campaign, which led the voters
to consider other factors such as personal charactenisties, and their feadership as the more
influential ones. The study also reveated that education. carcer and income contributed to the
differences in opinions at a fevel of statistical significance set at .05, while gender and age did

not.
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