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51810608: MAJOR: THAI STUDIES; Ph.D. (THAI STUDIES)
KEYWORDS: CULTURE/ CORRUPTION/ LAW

PRATEEP TABATTANON: THE RELATION BETWEEN CULTURE AND LAW
ON CORRUPTION IN THAI SOCIETY. ADVISORY COMMITTEE: CHARAN
CHAKANDANG, Ph.D.; PAITOON POTHISAWANG, Ph.D., POONPHOLTEWIT,

DOCTEUR EN. DROIT. 697 P. 2012.

The purpose of this research was to investigate the relation between culture and law on
corruption derived from the use of administrative power by bureaucrats from the past until
present. Dating back from the past until 1932, Thailand had been ruled by an absolute monarchy,
by which the kings used their power through bureaucrats in ruling the nation and its people:
However, the power through these bureaucrats culminated and became strong bureaucracy with
the support of law. The bureaucrats who did not get their salary were searching for benefits from
their ranks and positions as compensations for their work.. Later' when the economic and political
system changed, the power of government fell into the hands of politicians, with the government
officials serving as the main mechanism. Although now Thailand has become democratic, the
bureaucratic characteristics still remain in the culture of Thai public administration. Accordingly,
the researcher would like to investigate the relation between Law on corruption and the culture in
each period from the past until present, the characteristics of laws which evolved according to the
change of time and social contexts in order to control and prevent corruption, the causes of
ineffectiveness of the enforcement of law on corruption in the dimension of public cooperation
under cultural conditions, and whether cultural context is the only one aspect for determination
in the legislation process.

The findings of the study revealed that the enforcement of law on corruption has many
blind spots: for instances, while their individualistic cognizance increased, the people and
government officials recognized only their own personal interests; people’s perception believing
government derived from nepotism and authoritarianism leads them to have a stronghold on
bureaucracy; people’s attitude towards dislike of formality; the concept of normality corruption
in societies; and people’s inability to see the dangers arising from corruption behaviors. All of

these aspects made the enforcement of law on corruption difficult and ineffective. Mass media



were not powerful enough. Procedures in corruption detection involved many units and
organizations and consumed a lot of time for trial in courts of Law. There were no collective
incentives among the people to monitor the use of power.

As the outcome of the research three guidelines are recommended as solutions to the
problems of corruption.

1. The Cultural Aspect: Believes that corruption is dangerous to society and can be
controlled and that honesty is the most necessity in society rather than capitalism and money
should be created and encouraged. Thinking system recognizing people as a significant factor in
authoritarianism theory should also be created as well as the improvement of the authoritarian
culture concept.

2. The Social Aspect: Concept of nationalism must be revised and renovated inorder
to activate the feeling of being a part of the nation in the people to creat public mind ready to
serve “society” rather than “home” and realize as a duty in cross-checking the use of power by the
state, lower the Tevel of patronage system, encourage public criticism of persons who are involved
in corruption, encourage the teaching and learning of a course on corruption in school and college

3. The Legal Aspect: Awareness mind should be encouraged in the people enabling
them to become “rationalists”, corruption Law should be revised in order to bring them under the
same code and under the same responsible unit, a specific court should be established to deal
specifically with corruption cases, conditions should be created in examining government
employee’s property, a new set of Laws should be codified to empower people to co-inspect the
performance of mass media with profession associations, and finally criminal laws concerning

corruption of politicians, government employees and individuals involved should be revised.
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