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53920900: M.P.H. (PUBLIC HEALTH)
KEYWORDS: HEALTH BELIEF FACTORS/ CERVICAL CANCER SCREENING TEST/
CERVICAL CANCER
POENPIT KHUNPON: HEALTH BELIEF FACTORS AFFECTING CERVICAL
CANCER SCREENING ATTENDANCE AMONG WOMEN AGED 30-59 YEARS,
MAHASARAKHAM PROVINCE. ADVISOR: NIPA MAHARACHPONG, PH.D.,82 P. 2011.

This descriptive study aimed to determine health belief factors which affected to cervical
cancer screening attendance among 310 women aged 35-59 years in Mahasarakham Province.
Data were collected by using the interview queétiomaires which included demographic information
(age, occupational and educational level) number of pregnancy, the history of gynecological
disease, the history of cervical cancer of family member, the history of attention to cervical cancer
screening service and their health believes. Health beliefs were indicated by the perceived
susceptibility, perceived severity, benefits and barriers in the use of cervical cancer screening test.
Statistical analysis was expressed as percentage, means and standard deviation and Chi-square test.

The results show that 69.4 percent of women had been screened for cervical cancer in
the last five years. The level of overall health belief was moderate. The statistical analysis revealed
that occupation, number of pregnancies and history of vaginal itching had the significant related to
the cervical cancer screening attendance, at the level of p< 0.05. However, no evidence of
association between the attention to cervical cancer screening and other factors, including, age;
educational level; history of gynecological illness (lower abdominal pain with dysuria, leucorrhea,
abnormal menstruation); history of cervical cancer of family membef; perceived of susceptibility;
perceived of severity; benefit and barrier in the attention of cervical cancer.

The finding of this study provided essential information for encouraging women to

aftend the cervical cancer screening, especially women with history of gynecological illness.
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