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SOUWANEE SEESONG: STATUS AND ROLES OF HANDICAP CHARACTERS
IN CONTEMPORARY NOVEL: THE REFLECTION OF STATUS IN THAI SOCIETY
ADISORY COMMITTEE: CHALONG TUBSREE, Ed. D, 454 P. 2012.

This research aims to 1) study status and roles of handicap characters in contemporary
novel of handicap and study status of handicap in Thai society through the analysis and synthesis
of contemporary novel 2) study concept and experience of contemporary authors towards role of
handicap characters.

The documentary research and interviewing was applied. (There  were fourteen
contemporary ‘novels that published during 1990-2010. According to vision condition as the
researcher is a blind, the data was analyzed by Deep Listening Coding (DLC), manual coding,
and digital accessible information system (DAISY'). The finding found that each type of handicap
actors had different status and roles both who are born disabled and disable after birth and factors
effect status and roles of handicap characters which reflect the fact of different handicap status in
Thai society. In term of interviewing from 6 contemporary authors, the results showed that the
author’s objective was to encourage readers and handicap and questioning to society. The author
express their attitude that status and roles of handicap were better than in the past, however, there
are still many handicap who lack of opportunity. Family and education were important social
organizations to handicap. The opportunities from society are extremely important for handicap.

Government should support the welfare of disabled persons in all aspects thoroughly and

properly.
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