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52910285: MAJOR: THAI STUDIES; M.A. (THAI STUDIES)
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NUSSARA CHITTAKASEM: THE DYNAMICS OF THAI ARTS: THE ADAPTATION PROCESS
FOR SLRVIVAL OF CRAFTSMAN WORKING WITH GOLD LEAF. COMMITTEE: ASST. PROF.
NANCHAYA MANAKHAN, Ph.D., PARADEE MAHAKHAN, M.Ed. 183 P. YEAR 2012.

This thesis is aimed to study the development of Thai art craftsmanship using gold leaf in
Rattahakosin period in terms of status and role including adaptation of craftsmen at the present. This
qualitative study is & case study using data from document and.interview.

The findings show that the fundamental concept of Thai craftsmanship is derived from
Brahmanism and Buddhism which resuits in majestic grandeur of royal and religious places. For
showing the powear and prosperity of the nation, decoration of these places must be splendid;
therefore, precicus stongs and metals are used for the decoration and, among those precious
materials, gold is the most famous. For convenient use, it is transformed into gold leaf. Social context
plays importantrole on the development and popularity of this Thai arts, and its development can be
divided into three periods. The first period is considered from the reign of King Rama | to King Rama
I11; the second pericd is from the reign of King Rama 1V to King Rama VI, and the third period is from
the reign of King Rama Vil until the present. There are four factors affecting the popularity and the
style of this type of Thai arts.including the craftsmen themselves. Those factors are 1. value and
belief of society, 2. pelitical situation, 3. economy, and 4. innovation. Unlike other kinds of artists,
craftsmen for this Thai art, both royal and freeiance, produce their works from the need of society not
for exprassing their own emotion and identity. The two groups of craftsmen have still conserved the
traditional technigue usinig of lacquer in the processes of background preparation and gold leaf
attachment onto the background. Modern gluing agents like oil color and epoxy and scientific gold
color are used as substitution for lacquer and real gold leaf. The coordination and communication
between two groups of craftsman are in good condition due to their familiarity. The knowledge of this
art is transferred from generation to generation without official written document. An individual
craftsman has to get into the field practicing in the real scene. Those royal craftsmen although offer
knowiedge of this art ic public, they teach only the process of using oil color not lacquering. The
prediction is that this type of Thai arts will continue as long as gold is valued and exists. In addition,
as long as monarchy and Buddhism are two important sectors together with conservation of national
heritage in terms of Thai arts, Thai arts using gold leaf will continuously exist. However, the tendency

of using of oil color for lacquer and scientific gold color instead of gold leaf will increase.
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