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51929409: MAJOR: ENGLISH FOR COMMUNICATION; M.A.
(ENGLISH FOR COMMUNICATION)
KEYWORD: ENGLISH SENTENCE STRUCTURE/ ENGLISH/ STUDENT WEEKLY/ MAGAZINE
SAIFON KIM-ING: ANALYSIS OF ENGLISH SENTENCE STRUCTURE IN STAR
BIOGRPHIC COLUMN IN STUDENT WEEKLY MAGAZINE. ADVISORY COMMITTEE:
SOMBOON CHETCHUMLONG, Ph.D. 128 P. 2012.

The purposes of this study were 1) to find out the highest frequency type of English sentence
structure that appeared in the Star Biographic column written by Steve McGarry (2010) in Student
Weekly magazine, and 2) to find out the highest frequency sentence elements used in the highest
frequency type of English sentence structure. The four types-of English sentence structure consist of
simple sentence, compound sentence, complex sentence, and compound complex sentence:

The data were gathered from 484 English sentences in 38 Star Biographic columns in
Student Weekly magazine from September 28, 2009 to June 28, 2010 issues. Traditional Grammar
Theory, independent clauses and dependent clauses were employed to guide and underpin this study.
According to the data analysis, there were two steps. The first step was the investigation of the highest
frequency type of English sentence structure. The second step was to examine the highest frequency
sentence elements of the sentence/found in the first step. The results were presented through the
implications of percentages, tables, and detailed descriptions.

The results/of the study revealed as follows:

1. Complex sentence was the highest frequency type of English sentence structure that
appeared in the Star Biographic column in Student Weekly magazine. There were 231 complex
sentences (47.72 %). Simple sentence was the second frequency type of English sentence structure.
There were 182 sentences (37.60%). Compound sentence was the third frequency type of English
sentence structure. There were 40 sentences (8.27%). And compound complex sentence was the lowest
frequency type of English sentence structure. There were 31 sentences (6.41%).

2. The highest frequency form of sentence elements appeared in the complex sentence was
disclosed that the columnist used the independent clause before the dependent clause more than he used
the dependent clause followed by the independent clause. In the 38 columns, there were 150 complex
sentences (64.94%) beginning with the independent clause while there were 81 complex sentences

(35.06%) beginning with the dependent clause.
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