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52910030: MAJOR: ADVANCED MIDWIFERY; M.N.S. (ADVANCED MIDWIFERY)
KEY WORDS: ATTITUDES TOWARD ADOLESCENT PREGNANCY/ NURSING CARE
BEHAVIOR FOR ADOLESCENT MOTHERS.
SASINAPORN CHOODM: ATTITUDES TOWARD ADOLESCENT PREGNANCY AND
NURSING CARE BEHAVIOR FOR ADOLESCENT MOTHERS OF OBSTETRIC NURSES IN-THE
THREE SOUTHERN BORDER PROVINCES OF THAILAND: WANEE DEOISRES, Ph.D.,

WILAIPHAN SAWATPHANIT, MNS. 85 P. 2011.

The objective of this research was to examine attitude toward adolescent pregnancy and nursing
care behaviors for adolescent mothers among obstetric nurses working at public hospitals in the three
southernmost provinces. A random sample of 230 obstetric nurses was recruited in the study. Data were
collected by self-report questionnaires developed by the researcher which included nurse’s attitude toward
adolescent pregnancy questionnaire and nursing care behaviors for adolescent mother questionnaire.
Content validity of questionnaires:was approved by three experts and Cronbach’s alpha-coefficients of both
questionnaires were', 78 and .86 respectively. Data were analyzed by using descriptive statistics; t-test,
ANOVA\; and Pearson’s product moment correlation. Results of the study revealed that:

1. Nurses had overall attitude toward adolescent pregnancy at-a fair level (X =2.26,

SD. = .49). Overall nursing care behaviors for'adolescent mother were rated at a good level
(X =3.45,8D. = .38).

2. Nurses with different age, years of working experiences in obstetric wards, and receiving
continuing education on-adolescent pregnancy had no significant difference in attitudes toward adolescent
pregnancy and nursing care behaviors for adolescent mother.

3. There was no significant relationship between overall attitudes toward adolescent pregnancy
and nursing care behaviors for adolescent mother. However, there was a low positive relationship between
attitudes toward adolescent pregnancy in the aspect of caring for adolescent mother and nursing care
behaviors for adolescent mother in the aspect of protection of confidentiality at significant level of .01
(r=.182, p=.006).

Findings of the study indicate that obstetric nurses working at public hospitals in the three
southernmost provinces had overall attitude and nursing care behaviors toward adolescent pregnancy at a
good level. No significant differences were found between attitude and behaviors based on age, working
experiences, and receiving continuing education. This information can be used to develop program to
maintain positive attitudes and nursing care behaviors among nurses for promoting high quality of care for

adolescent mothers.
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