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52920029: MAJOR: GERONTOLOGICAL NURSING; M.N.S. (GERONTOLOGICAL
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KEYWORD: EXPERIENCE/ VENTILATOR/ ELDERLY
WATCHARA TABOOTWONG: EXPERIENCES OF ELDERLY WITH
VENTILATOR. ADVISORY COMMITTEE: RARCHARNEEPORN SUBGRANON, Ph.D.,

PORNCHAI JULLAMATE, Ph.D., WAREE KANGCHAI D.N.S. 95 P.2012.

The purpose of this qualitative research was to-describe the experiences of elderly
with ventilator. Phenomenology was applied asthe methodology-and data were collected using
in-depth interview with 12 participants at their homes. Participants were elderly who were
admitted in medical unit and intensive care unit. Data were gathered during February to July
2011. Colaizzi’s method wasused to analyze the data.

The results revealed that the elderly perceived about ventilator-as-the assisting
instrument and help them breath better and more comfort. Four themes of-elderly’s experiences
regarding using ventilator emerged from the data analysis. 1) Suffering; suffering from pain,
suffering from difficulty in communication and suffering from restraints. 2) Spiritual attachment;
thinking about Buddha, their parents, sacred things and praying were spiritual attachment used by
these elderly during using ventilators: 3) Psychological support by family members; the elderly
received psychological support from children and their spouses during using ventilator by visiting
them at the hospital, encouraging, and consoling them and 4) Death: a better choice; the elderly
had the'idea that death-was a better choice to get out of suffering, dyspnea, the age, and burden of
the family.

These results suggest that the researcher, nurse and stakeholder are attention and
development of elderly care on a ventilator for relief suffering from pain, suffering from difficulty
in communication and dyspnea. Encourage family participation in psychological support and

promotion spiritual well-being such as religion, faith or loved ones.
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