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50810517: MAIJOR: THAI STUDY; Ph.D. (THAI STUDY)
KEYWORDS: THE ART/ THE MEANINGS/ THE ROLES OF A CHINESE-SECT BUDDHIST
TEMPLE
WANCHAI KAEWSAISOON: (WATCHINPRACHASAMOSORN (LENG HOK YEE):
THE ART, THE MEANINGS, AND THE ROLES OF A CHINESE-SECT BUDDHIST TEMPLE)
ADVISOR COMMITTEE: TAWAT PUNNOTOK, M.A., ONSIRI PANIN, Ph.D.; SUCHAT
TOUTONG, M.A. 435 P. 2011.

This research studied the background of Chinese living in Chachoengsao province, Thailand
through the art of Watchinprachasamosorn and'its relationship with Chinese communities. The research
method focused on the historical documents such as'the royal chronicles, archives and published
literatures as well as on site surveyand interview.

‘ The study shown that Watchinprachasamosorn constructed by Chinese and the Thai-Chinese
in the time of King Rama the third until King Rama the fifth. The temple built in the residential area,
where presently believed as an auspicious location.

Originally, the art of Watchinprachasamosom derived from the art style of Watlengnengyee,
Bangkok, especially the planning and roof structure design. However, the exterior of the temple,
decorative art and the worship sculptures of Watchinprachasamosorn are unique. The temple built with
different concept compared with Watlengnengyee. According to the cultural changes, the temple was
rebuilt and renovated particularly in the Chaozhou style, the art that prevailed in the southem part of
mainland China.

Moreover, Watchinprachasamosorn is a symbol of Chinese Mahayana Buddhism since King
Rama the fifth’s reign to presently. The temple is the path for Buddhists toward the Sukhavati heaven

and the nirvana.
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