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47922626:  MAJOR; POLITICAL ECONOMY AND GOVERNANCE; M A, in POLITICAL SCIENCE
{POLITICAL ECONOMY AND GOVERNANCE})
KEYWORDS: STRUCTURE AND AGENCY IN THE FORMATION OF POPULIST POLITIC
IN THAILAND/ A CASE STUDY OF THAI RAK THAI PARTY GOVERNMENT
RATAWAN YOUMUANG: STRUCTURE AND AGENCY IN THE FORMATION OF
POPULIST POLITIC IN THAILAND: A CASE STUDY OF THAI RAK THAL PARTY GOVERNMENT.
ADVISORY COMMITTEE: CHAIYON PRADITSIN, Ph.D., SOMSAK™ SAMAKKETRAM, Ph.D.,
PREECHA PEAMPONGSARN, Dr.., 316 P. 2007.

Research obiective of this study was {0 determine the sfructure and agency factors
influencing the populist politic during Thai Rak Thai Party government ruling Thailand, Information
collections were from several kinds of sources some journals, meeting and seminar-minutes;
assessment_of government. operations, specific texts, reports, thesises and corresponding
researches. Beside, the cther information was from interviewing the political experis in politica
science area, politicians, local government officials, farmers, government and private employees.

The results showed that the incident of populist politic emerges from 4 - context
structures of causes .First, the economic structure coliapse in 1997 nearly destroyed all economic
system of Thailand. The government had to be affiliated with IMF. Thereafter, Prachathipat Party
ruled the country underaustere frame work introduced by IMF severely affecting Thai people normal
lives. Second, the social structure was affected by economic crisis creating high amount of pover;ty‘
unemployed peoples, ets. Thai people felt that Prachathipat Party Gaovernment did not help people
from peverty. This caused all of the private sectors to struggle with their own efforts and chose the
new clegted government ralying on the private sector when establishing its policy. The third was on
political structure, it happened that the unstable coalition government led by Prachatipat Party could
not fully authorize its power rule the country, and unable to soive the economic crisis lest its social
respect. Fourth, regarding foreign structure, since the Thai government had affifiated with IMF, Thai
economic pelicy was austere under IMF frame work” Fiflancial institutes, banks, private organizatiohs
and all Thai people were also affecied by this government policy, as well. Apart from the efforis of 4 -
context structures, it aiso showed that Thai Rak Thai Party created up agency factor of confidence on
how 4 — context structure existing problems could be solved. With this, Thai Rak Thai Farty conveyed
the marketing strategies on political campaign, The populist politic was undeubtedly favored by Thai
people, and that is why Thai Rak Thai Party was successfully elected as a government on January 6,

2001.
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