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46910293: MAJOR: THAI STUDIES: M.A. (THAI STUDIES)
KEYWORDS: CHANGE OF VIEWPOINT/ HEALTH CARE

RATTIYA NAKKAEW: A CHANGE OF VIEWPOINT ON HEALTH CARE OF
THAIPEOPLE FROM THE REIGN OF KING RAMA V UP TO THE PRESENT TIME
(1868-1987). ADVISORY COMMITTEE: PARADEE MAHAKHAN, M.Ed., CHATYON
PRADITSILP, Ph.D. 98 P. 2007.

The purpose of this historical research was to study ‘a change of viewpoint on health
care of Thai people from the reign of King RamaV up to the present time (1868-1987) by
focusing on the change of viewpoint and development of health care. The findings revealed that
in their personal health care, their-own family )and community, nature-oriented health care had
been employed until thereigns of King Rama IV and King Rama V, in which western medicine
was introduced and dominated. This became the main factor causing the change of viewpoint-on
health care among the royalties, who turn to be interested in, accepted and relied more on the
result of treatment based on westurn medicine. Furthermore, it was much more obvious that
westurn medicine could deal with the treatment and prevention of the diseases that were unable to
be cured by traditional health care, especially in the cases of the royalties. This led to the change
of viewpoint among the public: Most people began to accept westurn medicine and went to the
hospital to receive the treatment based on westurn medicine. Conventional wisdom of traditional
health care was'thus neglected by Thai people who lived in urban society. However, traditional
health'care was still practiced by those who lived in the rural society.

Negligence of conventional wisdom on Thai traditional health care resulted in the
wastage of a huge amount of budget of the country spending on the public health for importing
technology and medicine from abroad even though some Thai medicine and herbs could be
produced and used as a replacement. However, at present there are some chronic infections like
cancer or AIDS that cannot still be cured by westurn medicine. Consequently, the viewpoint on

health care of Thai people today is again turned back to nature-oriented traditional medicine.
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