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(POLITICAL ECONOMY OF INDUSTRIALIZATION IN RAYONG PROVINCE)
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(Zero-Sum Game)
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This qualitative research aims to study the development of industries, agents of capital
accumulation and stakeholders in industries development process in Rayong province. The data was
obtained by means of in-depth interview and from documents. The results from data analyses reveal
that the industrial development in Rayong can be separated into 3 phase. The first phase was the old
industry which transformed raw agricultural materials into simple instant products. The second phase,
occurring after the arrival of Sukumwit Road, still involved the agricultural-based industries. However,
a new form of modern industries, not involving agricultural material, started to develop. The third phase
was the development of the industries under the Eastern Seaboard Development Program. These
industries have been regarded as heavy industries with no relation to agriculture and local industries.
The process of capital accumulation in these industries was driven by the Triple alliance containing state,
international and national capitalists. The industrial development has an effect linkage on local
capitalists. The relationship among the Triple Alliance is in the manner of relying on one another and
being equal. The result of industrial development has led to the change of product structure from
agricultural-based to industrial products and also to the growing economic figures and the improvement
of the infrastructure. Nevertheless, the genuine benefit of the industrial development has fallen into the
hands of a few leading groups. By contrast, the search for extra benefits has resulted in the exploitation
among people in different socio-economic classes, exploitation and destruction of environments and
natural resources, creation of social and health problems. These results have led to conflicts among
people in different social classes. In summary, the overall result of the industrial development in
Rayong Province is what is called “Zero-Sum Game” in that one group gains while the other loses

benefits.
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