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ABSTRACT

The research on the concept of intellectual property rights under the Three Seals Law (the first
Thai Enacted law) aims to study the notion about types of properties, acquisition and possession of
properties in the Thai society in the Ayutthaya era. The study shows that the thought about properties
under the Three Seals Law differs from that of the present day. The classification was made, based upon
living or non-living criteria. The acquirement of properties by people with different statuses in the society
depends on the Thai social structure in the Ayutthaya era, which is based on feudalism. It means that the
lords and the nobleman had more rights in different types of properties than people in general (commoners
and slaves). Their acquisition of one part of properties came from ranks, titles, coronets together with
commoners and slaves granted by the king. The other part of the properties came from their additional
searches by working in the economic system, including farming, gardening and trade, using the
commoners and the slaves’ workforce and from the interests of those properties. However, the commoners
and the slaves in the Ayutthaya society were entitled to possess properties. Several laws mentioned about
the possession of the properties and the conflicts caused from both living and non-living properties, by

giving a fair justice to the owners of all types of properties, whether they were lords, the nobleman or

commoners and slaves.

Meanwhile, the concept of the government role for property management shows that the
government played a role in basic management of properties granted to the lords and the nobleman,
indicating their rights in the acquirement and the possession of different types of properties. At the same
time, the government protected the rights in the properties by issuing several laws. The laws helped protect

the rights in the properties of those people. By these reasons, for conflicts arising out of the properties,




whether they were about commoners, slaves, land, gardens, rice in the fields or other properties, such as
elephants, horses, cows and buffaloes, the government issued laws to set up guidelines and solutions by
being based upon the government interest. Property management by the government under the Three Seals
Law is found to focus on the building of government wealth and stability by protecting commoners and
slaves, so that they would not die or their numbers would not be reduceq to ensure that they were
beneficial to the government, by working in the farming and trading societies. In addition, the government
issued a law to get some parts of properties and portions from the lords and the nobleman, which was a
method of lords” wealth control to:prevent them from over-accumulation possibly destroying government
stability.

Keywords: right, property, Three Seals Law, land, estate
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