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45910968: MAJOR: LIBRARY AND INFORMATION SCIENCE; M.A.
(LIBRARY AND INFORMATION SCIENCE)
KEYWORD: BOOK COMPRETION/ TEENAGER BOOKS/ CONTENT ANALYSIS

KAMONWAN WANWITHU: AN ANALYSIS AND COMPARISON OF
TEENAGER BOOKS WINNING AWARDS BETWEEN B.E. 2543-2548 AND BOOKS
TEENAGER PRESENTLY SELECTED TO READ. THESIS ADVISORS: PIPAAN INTANIN,
M.Ed., KUNWARA CUPONGPAIROJ, M.Ed., SUPHATRA WANTAYUN, Grad. Dip. 372 P.
2006. ISBN 974-502-937-8

The purpose of this research was to study writing techniques and the literary value of
books winning awards between B.E.2543-2548 in order to compare them to the books which
teenagers read at present. The sample consisted of teenagers between 12-18 years old in Chon Buri
province totalled 364 persons, 42 books winning 4 awards as such Best Book Award, Van-Keaw
Youth Literature Award, Naiin Award and Seven-Book Award and the preferred books that were
chosen as'the sample’s own interest totalled 30 books.

The research found that most teenagers were not interested and had never heard about
the awarded books due to lack of support and promotion from schools, parents, publishers and the
committees of the competitions. In-addition, our teenagers did not like to read due to much more
attraction of various entertainment activities or magazines other than reading good books. These
social problems led Thai teenagers to choose books according to their own interest which were
love stories, fantasy stories, career documentaries, mysterious stories, horror stories, inspiration
stories and sex stories. The books most desired by teenagers were mysterious stories, horror
stories, fantasy stories, murder and investigation stories, teenage love stories, science technology
and space stories, humorous stories and lifestyle recommendations stories. Teenagers’ access to
books were borrowing from the school library, buying for themselves and borrowing from
friends, respectively.

The writing techniques found in the award-winning books were that the writers liked to
show imagination plot and the inspiration of actors to reach his goal. Most plots also showed rural
lifestyles and environmental conservation by using descriptive openings and evolved by pitting
people against outside forces. Writers used chronological descriptive strategy and happy endings.

In addition, writers also created realistic actors and used harmonious setting, dialogue and



wording to make the story more realistic. In the preferred books that were chosen by readers,
writers liked to show more varied plots than in the award-winning books. Most of the plots were
love stories and teenage relationship stories using descriptive openings and pitting people against
people. The writers also used the same plot for the stories, the ending, actors and setting as in the
award-winning books. The dialogue and linguistic techniques also used vocabulary and rhetoric
to make the story more realistic. Nevertheless, most of the actors were teenagers so the dialogue
and linguistic in the stories was teenage jargon. In terms of literary value, it was found that there
was more value in the award-winning books than the preferred books which had more in

entertainment value, thinking methods and role models value; educational value and moral value.
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