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SIWAPORN SUTTISONSANEE: DEVELOPMENT OF CAUSAL
RELATIONSHIP MODEL OF MORAL OF LEVEL THREE STUDENTS IN SCHOOLS
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The purpose of this research was to develop and validate a causal relationship
model of mor:il of level three students. The sample consisted of 420 grade seven to nine
students in schools under the ‘Office. of Basic Education Commission, in the academic year
2004. The model involved ‘six latent variables: student moral, home environment, character
and school environment, child rearing practices, student characteristic and family background.
Research instruments included questionnaires and scales. Data were analyzed by using
SPSS’ to obtain descriptive statistics, and by employing LISREL 8.50 for model validation.

It was found that the adjusted model was consistent with empirical data.
Goodness of fit measuremnent was_fountd to be: chi — square = 5.80, df = 31, p = 1.00,

GFI = 1.00, AGFIL = 1.00, CFL = 1.00, SRMR = 0.0} and RMSEA = 0.00. The variables
in model accounted for \75 percent of the variance in student moral. Variables with
a statistically significant direct effect on student moral were character and school

environment, home environment and child rearing practices.
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