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The purpose of this research were [0 examine factors affecting the selection of modes of
cargo transportation for rubber exporters in the lower southern part of Thailand, the overall profile,
problems and obstacles of freight transport, and to investigate the alternatives for freight transport in
Thailand. It also determined the scope of services taken into account of port users’ requirement on
cost and efficiency. Moreover, this research provided guidelines for exporters in the lower southern
part of Thailand to arouse their interests to use domestic ports.and to determine appropriate strategies
for Thailand’s port operators.

The study revealed that the total transport cost from the origin to destination points was a
major factor affecting the selection of modes of cargo transportation for rubber exporters in the lower
southern part of Thailand. It is necessary for Thailand to have strategies in reducing transport cost to
be lower or equal to the transport cost to Penang. This wil]_ motivate exporters in the lower southern

part of Thajland to arouse their interests to use Thailand ports.
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