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I

The purpose of this research was to determine prevalence correlation and predictors of !
¢lderly abuse based on selected factors such as age, sex, health status, functional ability , past i
history about psychiatric illness of elder family members, past history about alcoholic and
substance abuse of elderly family members, attitude toward aging, living arrangement and
financial status. The samples consisted of 140 elderly in Nakhon Si Thammarat. A multistage
sampling method was used to recruit samples. Data were collected by interview using 4
questionnaires:, which were a questionnaire on functional ability (Barthel ADL Index), a
questionnaire on the modified H.A.L.F., assessment tool and a questionnaire on the Elder Abuse
Scale, of which the last three questionnaires had already been tested for the reliability. Their
reliability were .83, .94, and' .88 respcctively. Daia were analyzed using stepwise logistic
regressicn.

Finding of the study demonstrated that approximately 73.6 % of the participants had
experienced at lcast one abusive behavior. The prevalence rate of various types of elder abuse,
including psychological abuse, exploitation, violation of rights, neglect, and physical abuse were
53.6%, 41.4%, 33.6%, 16.4%, and 15% respectively. The result showed t_hat two significant

predictors factors, financial status, past history about alcoholic and substance abuse of elderly

family members were accounted for 73.6 percent of elder abuse.
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