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KEYWORDS: CAUSAL RELATIONSHIP MODEL/ HIV PREVENTIVE BEHAVIORS
THEERANUCH PITAKWASIN: A CAUSAL RELATIONSHIP MODEL OF HIV
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The purpose of this research was to develop and cross validate a causal relationship
. model of HIV. preventive behaviors for high school students, based on the theory of planned
beh-avior of Ajzen (1991) and health belief model of Becker (1974). The model consisted of five
latent variables and sixtecn observed variables. The sample, derived by means of multi-stage
random sampling, consisted of 800 high school students. The research instruments included
HIV preventive behaviors questionnaires and causes of HIV preventive behaviors questionnaires.
Data were analyzed by descriptive statistical analysis through SPSS for Windows and causal
relationship model through LISREL 8.50

The results indicated that the adjusted model was:consistent with empirical data. Model
validation of good fitted model provided Chi-Square test éf goodness of fit=3.79, df =9,
p=0.92, GFI = 0.99, AGFI = 0.98, CFI = 1.00, SRMR = 0.00, RMSEA = 0.00. The variables in
the model accounted for 43 percent of the variance of HIV preventive behaviors. The variable
that was statistically significant direct ef;fect on HIV preventive behaviors was behavioral
intention. The variables that were statistically significant indirect effect on HIV preventive
behaviors were attitudes toward the behaviors, individual perceptions about AIDS and
subjective norms respectively. Cross validation results indicated that a causal relationship model

of HIV preventive behaviors could be applied to other comparable samples.
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