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LALITA DEACHAVOOT: FAMILY FACTORS AFFECTING AMPHETAMINE
ABUSE OF ADOLESCENTS IN THE EASTERN REGION OF THAILAND.
THESIS ADVISORS: MANERAT PHAKTOOP, Ph.D., WANNEE DEOISRES, Ph.D,,
RUCHANEE SUNSEARN, D.N.Sc. 84 P, 2005. ISBN 9’%4-9741-88-9

The purpose of this research was to identify factors which affected amphetamine
abuse in adolescents. The family factors was composed of family function and four types
of family form: nuclear family, single —parent family, kin — network family and
reconstituted family. The samples were 240 adolescents who were amphetamine abuse,
derived by means of stratified — random sampling technique and non amphetaming abuse,
selected by accidental —random and quota — random sampling technique, from adolescents
who were 15-19 years old living in the Eastern Region of Thailand. The research
instruments were a bio —data guestionnaire, a family form questionnaire and
Chulalongkorn Family Inventory. Descriptive statistics and logistic regression were
employed to analyze the data.

The results of this research found that 54 percentage of the samples came from
the nuclear family and the family function was rated at a medium level (X=2.99 SD = 0.36).
On analyzing some particular factors, the study showed that the reconstituted family and the
family function were significantly related to amphetamine abuse (p<.05 and p< .01
respectively). It predicted that adolescents coming from the reconstituted family had 2.56
times as probable to use amphetamine more than those coming from nuclear family. It also
predicted that families having a high level of family function could decrease amphetamine
abuse by .938 time. Conclusion, family form is the most important factor of amphetamine

abuse in adolescents.
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