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JITTIYA SOMBUTBOON : PREDICTORS OF QUALITY OF LIFE AMONG THE

ELDERLY PATIENTS WITH HEAD AND NECK CANCER RECEIVING RADIOTHERAPY.
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This descriptive correlational research wasl conducted to examine predictors of quality
of life among the clderly patients with head and neck cancer receiving radiotherapy based on
selected factors (sex, age, marital status, year of education, family income per month, time during
receiving radiotherapy, hope, self - concept and social support). The subjects consisted of 130
elderly patients with head and neck cancer receiving radiotherapy in the Radiotherapy Unit
Department of Chonburi Cancer Center. Data were collécted by interviewing using five
questionnaires : a questionnaires on demographic data, a questionnaires on hope, a queétionnaires
on self - concept, a questionnaires on social support and a questionnaires on quality of life. The
Cronbach’s alpha coefficients of the last four questionnaires were .80, .86, .87 and .94,

respectively. Data were analyzed by stepwise multiple regression.

The result of stepwise multiple regression analysis showed that 57.2 percent of the
explained variance of quality of life were accounted for two significant factors : self — concept

and time during receiving radiotherapy.
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