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Abstract

The purpose of this research is to assess the problems of studying Korean
language in order to improve the curriculum for Korean major students and helps those who
are interested in Korean language. The population of this research consisted of 151 Korean
Language major students in the Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences at Burapha
University during their 2" semester of 2013 academic year. This research was conducted
through questionnaires to collect the required information. This data was analyzed using
descriptive statistics and presented by charts.

The research showed that the population chose to be a Korean language
major because they were interested in Korean pop icons. Most of the population agreed
that Korean phonetic rules were the most difficult part of pronunciation. Korean vocabulary
is difficult because of its frequent use of adages, which contain old and complicated words.
Sentence construction was the most difficult part of grammar. The textbooks and classroom
materials gave complicated explanations and stofies that don’t correspond to the lesson.
Students noted that the Thai and Korean teachers gave coi’nplicated explanations too
quickly, which made it difficult for the students to follow the lesson. To improve the foreign
language education system, teachers need interesting texts and methods to attract the
student’s attention. Also, the students should be self-motivated to study the language by

applying their learned skills outside of class.
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