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55820023:MAJOR: POLITICAL ECONOMY AND GOVERNANCE; D.Pol.Sc (POLITICAL
ECONOMY AND GOVERNANCE)
KEYWORDS: FOREST COMMUNITY / NEW PUBLIC GOVERNANCE/ SOCIAL
CAPITAL/PUBLIC LEADERSHIP
SUJITRA SAMUKKTHUM: POLITICAL ECONOMY OF COMMUNITY
FORESTSNETWORKS IN THE AREA OF EASTERN FIVE LINKING PROVINCES.
ADVISORY COMMITTEE: SAKRIT ISARIYANON, D.P.A., CHAIYONT PARDITSILP,

Ph.D.,297 P. 2016.

The objectives of this research are to study the organization and the operations of the
Community Forests” Networks in the Area of Eastern Five Linking Provinces, as well as to find
out an appropriate model for operating these Networks. The qualitative methodology is utilized
through interviewing villagers’ leaders, networks’ leaders, and forestry government officials.

The study finds that the Networks are composed of nine district-level subnetworks
covering of 71 community forest projects. Their characteristics are informal structure, linkage of
public leadership, mutual trust, and shared values of sacrifice for collective interests and natural
conservatism for the next generations’ heritage and sustainable development. There are three
strategies for moving: learning strategy, restoration strategy and conservation strategy. Their
operations focuses on the movement of the village-level community forests with support of
district-level subnetworks and the Eastern part networks.

The appropriate model of the Networks is to organize in the form of new public
governance with the key partner of local villagers under support of district-level subnetworks, the
Eastern part networks, religious institutions, local schools, Additionally, it is necessary for
external support of forestry officials, polices, soldier, local administrative organizations, business
organizations whose CSR projects are operated, and non-governmental organizations — under the
public leadership of various leaders who support each other, work together as a team, and commit

to shared values of sacrifice for collective interests as well as natural conservatism.
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