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PHRAMAHATAWEE VISARATHO BUNTAMAT: THE EFFICIENT RELIGIOUS HEIR
ORDINATION AND THERAVADA BUDDHIST INHERITANCE IN THAILAND. ADVISOR

COMMITTEE: SAKUN ONMA. Ph.D., BOONLERT YONGPHET, Ph.D., 245 P. 2015.

This qualitative research aimed 1. to examine the development of ordination to become Buddhist
heir and Theravada Buddhist inheritance in Thai society and 2. to study phenomena and causes of Buddhist
heir ordination and Theravada Buddhist inheritance in Thai society. Document, observation, and informal and
formal interviews were used as the data collecting tools.

The findings were as follow In the Lord Buddha time, there were 8 types of ordination:

1. Ordination with the Buddha’s call: “Come, monk....”(Ehi-bhikku Upasampada), 2. Ordination by taking
refuge in the Triple Gems (Tisaranagamana Upasampada), 3. Ordination with the recitation of Kammavaca

in a Sima for four times(Yatti-catuttha Upasampada), 4. Ordination with the Buddha’s admonishment(Ovada-
patimokkha Upasampada), 5. Ordination with a process of Questions and Answer(Puccha Visajjhana
Upasampada), 6. Ordination by accepting the 8 great rules(Garu-dhamma Upasampada), 7. Ordination from
Bhikkhuni Sangha and from Bhikkhu Sangha with the citation of Kammavaca of both sides(Atthavacika
Upasampada), 8. Ordination received through a messenger(Dutena Upasampada). In Thailand, ordination
could be for both long-term and short-term ordination. The important causes of Buddhist ordination were

1. to access Nirvana, 2. to express gratefulness to parents, 3. to gain education, 4. to have a peaceful life
when getting old, 5. to change social status, 6. to redeem a vow to supernatural being, 7. to dedicate merit
from being monkhood to dead person, 8. to stay away from committing sinful conducts, 9. to appreciate the
Lord Buddha’s teaching, and 10. to escape from danger or penalty of legal fault. At the present, Buddhist heir
ordination in which an individual has to live in monkhood for a long term tends to decrease. On the other hand,
short-term ordination tends to increase, and it has become a value in Thai society to celebrate a grand and
superfluous ordination ceremony. Nowadays, to solve the decrease of Buddhist heir ordination. There are a lot
of ordination programs which are enhanced nation wide. Among these are female ordination for practicing
meditation (Silacarini) Nun ordination and Female Buddhist monk ordination which ordained in foreign
countries and have there female Buddhist monks (Bhikkhuni) came back and reside in Thailand. This is due
to Female Buddhist ordination how not yet been accepted in Thailand. However, all of these ordinations have

only one and the same goal, i e, Buddhist inheritance.
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