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PONGPAT TUNGTAISONG: STUDY OF BELIEFS AND RITES OF HARE
KRISHNA MOVEMENT IN PATTAYA. ADVISOR: PREDEE PHISPHUMVIDHI, Ph.D.
185 P. 2016.

This study has the objectives to study the origins, beliefs and rites of Hare
Krishna movement in Pattaya City. It also contains the analysis of roles and rites of the
movement using qualitative research methodology to study documents, interviews,
non-participant observe and participant observe at the Bhakti Yoga Centre, the
International Society for Krishna Consciousness at Pattaya City from 2013 - 2015.
This research applied the semiology and functionalism to explain the idea and concept.

The research found out that Hare Krishna movement was a polytheism
movement. It had Krishna (8th avatar of the god, Vishnu) as supreme god. The
movement came from the reformation of Hinduism in 16th century A.D. by Chaitanya
Mahaprabhu. It once again revived in 19th century AD by A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada who founded the International Society for Krishna Consciousness
(ISKCON). The movement came to Pattaya City approximately in 2002 by the guidance
of Mr. Narahari Sushivaporn, founder of the Centre at Pattaya City. The centre survived
through its adaptation to local beliefs and social concept.

Hare Krishna movement in Pattaya City believes in the power and
reincarnation of Lord Krishna. Its highest purpose to escape the Samsara and return
to serve Lord Krishna in his land through the of Bhakti yoga (devotion to serve god),
which can be elaborated into 9 practices and 4 prohibitions, recorded in Bhagavad-gita.
These belief formed rites to attain extrication through chants. All of these rites are
meaningful because of doubtless faith. The belief and rites of Hare Krishna movement
in Pattaya City are spiritual anchor in daily life, hope for the life after and extrication to its

disciples.
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