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54920163: MAJOR: PEDIATRIC NURSING; M.N.S. (PEDIATRIC NURSING)
KEYWORDS: SEPARATION ANXIETY/ ATTACHMENT/ PRESCHOOL CHILDREN/
CHILD CARE CENTER
NUCHJAREE HIRUNBUT: PREDICTING FACTORS OF SEPARATION ANXIETY
AMONG PRESCHOOL CHILDREN IN CHILD CARE CENTERS, CHANTHABURI
PROVINCE. ADVISORY COMMITTEE: NARUMON TEERARUNGSIKUL, Ph.D., SIRIYUPA

SANANREANSAK, Dr.P.H. 98 P. 2016.

When the preschoolers enter to child care center they may experience separation
anxiety and if this anxiety persists for long period it may cause stress and behavioral problems.
This study aimed to determine factors that influence separation anxiety among preschool children
in a child care center. Data were collected from 74 of primary caregivers of preschool children in
a child care center, Chanthaburi province. They were selected to participate in the study by using
a purposing sampling technique. Data were collected from May-June 2015. Research instruments
included the Record of Separation Anxiety Behavior, the Child Temperament Questionnaire, the
Parent Child Attachment Questionnaire, and the Child Rearing Style Questionnaire. Data were
analyzed by using descriptive statistics, Pearson’s product moment correlation, and multiple
regression analysis.

Results revealed that caregiver-child attachment was negatively correlated with child
separation anxiety (p <.05). Child temperament and child permissive rearing were negatively
correlated with child separation anxiety in denial stage (p = .01 and p <.05 respectively) but were
not related to overall separation anxiety (p > .05). Caregiver-child attachment significantly predicted
child separation anxiety and explained 5.5 % of variance (R2 =.055:F,,=4.197, p <.05). When
separation anxiety was divided into stages, it was found that caregiver-child attachment significantly
predicted child separation anxiety on protest stage, explained 7.9 % of total variance (R*= .079;

F =6.187, p <.05) and child temperament significantly predicted child separation anxiety on

(1L72)
denial stage, explained 8.4 % of total variance (R*= .084; F . =6.575,p<.05).
Nurses and others caregivers should promote caregiver-child attachment and provide

appropriate care for child temperament in order to reduce the preschool separation anxiety at child

care centers.
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fals B SE Beta t p-value

£ [
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Constant = 76.196, R =235, R’=.055, AdjustR =.042, SE=19.694, F,,=4.197
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