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539102579:  MAJOR: PEDIATRIC NURSING; M.N.S. (PEDIATRIC NURSING)
KEYWORDS: ANXIETY/CHILD TEMPERAMENT/ PRESCHOOL CHILDREN/
CAREGIVER/ ATTACHMENT/ DAYCARE CENTERS
APIRUDEE NAKPATHUMSWAT: INFLUENCE OF CHILD TEMPERAMENT, PARENT-
CHILD ATTACHMENT AND CHILD-REARING STYLE ON ANXIETY AMONG PRESCHOOL
CHILDREN IN DAYCARE CENTERS. ADVISORY COMMITTEE: NUJJAREE CHAIMONGKOL,
Ph.D., YUNEE PONGJATURAWIT, Ph.D. 88 P. 2015.

This predictive correlational research aimed to examine influence of child temperament,
caregiver-child attachment and child rearing style on anxiety of preschool children receiving services
at child daycare centers, Chon-Buri municipality, Chon-Buri province. Multi-stage random sampling
was used to recruit the sample of 90 primary caregivers of the preschool children. Data were collected
from January to February 2014. Research instruments included a demographic record form, the child
temperament questionnaire, the parent-child attachment questionnaire, the child rearing style
questionnaire and the Spence’s preschool anxiety scale. Their Chronbach’s alpha reliabilities were .86,
.96, .82 and .86 respectively. Data were analyzed by using descriptive statistics and simple regression.

Results revealed that an overall anxiety of preschool children was the average 1.22
(S.D. = 0.47, range = 0.40-2.48). Child temperament was significantly correlated with child anxiety
(p <.05) but caregiver-child attachment and child rearing style were not related to child anxiety
(p > .05). Child temperament significantly predicted child separation anxiety, explaining 5.7% of
variance (ﬁ =-238; F, = 5.300; R’ = .57, p <.05). Child temperament also significantly predicted
child general anxiety, explaining 5.2% of variance (,B =-228; F, o = 4.838; R = 52, p <.05).

The results indicated that child temperament is an important factor influencing child
anxiety. Nurses and others related to child care should promote child temperament, particularly

preschool children receiving services at child daycare centers.
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