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D.N.S. 87 P. 2018.

Receiving appropriate caring need responses is necessary for family members in order
to provide the efficient care for the terminally cancer patients. The purpose of this descriptive
comparative research was to study family members’ caring needs and the caring need responses
of family members. The simple random sampling technique was used to select 67 family
members caring for terminally cancer patients, Saraburi Hospital. The instruments include
demographic data record form, caring needs and caring need responses questionnaires which
Cronbach’s Alpha Coefficient were .87 and .91, respectively. Data were analyzed using
descriptive statistic and paired t-test.

The results revealed that the overall mean score of the caring needs was at the high
level (M = 120.88, SD = 8.35). The mean scores of informational care need (M = 56.13,

SD = 3.79), physiological care need (M = 21.14, SD = 2.29), and emotional care need (M = 40.64,
SD = 3.48) were at the high level, but the spiritual caring need was at the moderate level

(M =2.95,SD = 1.07). The mean scores of overall and each aspect of the caring need responses
were at the high level. The mean scores of the overall caring need and the caring need response
was significantly different (p < .001). The mean scores of informational, physiological, and
emotional caring need were significantly higher than the mean scores in the same aspect of

the caring need responses (p < .001), while the mean scores of spiritual aspect was not different.
The results could be used to improve quality of care for family members of terminally cancer

patients.
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Caring Needs and the Caring Needs Responses of Family Members of Terminally Cancer Patients
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