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Abstract

A Study of Local Wisdoms for Making Community Products One Tambon One Product (OTOP)
In East Coast Central Region
Paithoon Bhothisawang, Ph.D (Political Science) et al.
Graduate School of Public Administration, Burapha University -

This researqh aimed to study history, sources and the formation of local wisdoms, needs, and
knowledge in producing nine OTOPs in nine provinces in east coast central region, as well as the ways to
pass on these wisdoms to younger generations.

The research revealed two sources of skills in making community products: The first source
includes traditional skills that have passed on from the ancestors—this source included the skills in making
Krayasart (rice cooked in mixture of ingredients and honey used in a tenth lunar month festival) in
Prachinburi, mat-making from reeds in Chantaburi, bamboo weaving in Chonburi, anchovy processing in -
Trat, and weaving bamboo on ceramic products in Sakeow. The other source.included the skills newly
initiated to solve the pressing problems—these skills included bamboo carving in Nakom Nayok, weaving
brass-thread in /Chacheonssao, durian chip making, salid fish (snakeskin gourami) processing, and
anchovy processing in Trat. These two sources of wisdoms may have been combined with one another
other, or combined with new skills received from additional trainings.

The three factors contributed for the existences and development of these local wisdoms in the
nine OTOP skills. The first one was the preservation and transfer of the ‘local cultural idehtity—this factor
explained thé skills in cooking Krayasart (rice cooked in mixture of ingredients and honey used in a tenth
lunar month festival), mat-making from reeds, bamboo weaving, and weaving bamboo on ceramic
products. The second factof was the use of local natural resources and their value addition, which
stimulated bamboo carving, weaving brass-thread, durian chip making, rhat-making from reeds, salid fish
(snakeskin gourami) processing, and anchovy processing. The third factor was job creation and income
supplementation for families and communities, which has contributed to all the skills in making the nine
OTOPs. It could be said that the wisdoms or skills to make OTOPs are primarily initiated from the need to
create jobs, and supplement income. These products target urban and global markets.

All nine OTOP skills are continued and transferred from family and community members to young
apprentices - "Learning by Doing”. As most of them are the skill in making handicraft, it requires which
require$ personal interest, perseverance, and endurance. However, in the present times, some skills are

also taught and trained in formal settings.
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