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An analysis of Cost and Return of Sea Bass Cage Farming

Bang Pakong District, Chachoengsao Province
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Abstract

Due to impact to coastal fishing from deterioration of fishing resources, coastal
aquaculture is encouraged. Sea Bass (Lates calcarifer) is one of the fish encouraged in
farhing because it is important economic fish and significant source of income for
people in Chachoengsao province.

The purpose of this research is 1) To study economic status of Sea Bass cage
farmers in Bang Pakong, Chachoengsao 2) To study cost and return of Sea Bass cage
farming compared by farm size in Bang Pakong, Chachoengsao 3) To study problems,
obstacles and methods to improve Sea Bass cage farming.

From the analysis of cost and return of Sea Bass cage farming, it is found that
total cost per sg.m. for all farm size, small farms and large farms, is 8,838.96,13,243.95
and 7,179.75 baht, respectively. Total cost per 1 kg. of Sea Bass is 89.45, 98.08 and
84.34 baht, respectively. Total cost is composed of variable and fixed cost, 90.94 and
9.06 percent, respectively. Income per sg.m. for all farm size, small farms and large
farms is 12,100.06, 15,013.12 and 11,002.84 baht, respectively. Gross income per 1 kg.
of Sea Bass for all farm size, small farms and large farms is 122.48, 111.17 and 129.25
baht, respectively. Net average income per sq.m. for all farm size, small farms and large
farms is 4,061.61, 2,944.37 and 4,482.47 baht, respectively. Net average income for 1
kg. of Sea Bass is 41.13, 21.80 and 52.66 baht, respectively. After all cost is deducted
from total income, it is found that all farm size, small farms and large farms has average
net profit per sq.m. 3,261.10, 1,769.17 and 3,823.09 baht, respectively, and average net
profit per 1 kg of Sea Bass 33.03, 13.09 and 44.91 baht, respectively. After cash cost is
deducted from total income, it is found that all farm size, small farms and large farms has
average net income over cash cost per sg.m 4,293.30, 3,347.30 and 4,649.66 baht,
respectively, and average income over cash cost per 1 kg. of Sea Bass 43.47, 24.77 and
54.62 baht, respectively.

The cause of large farms having more net profit than small farms is that large

farms can produce more Sea Bass in average than small farms and they can sell at



higher price, therefore, higher profit, as well as having lower cost. Large farms have more
experience, longer year of practice and less funding problem than small farms.

The problem most often experienced by Sea Bass farmers is fish feed, 93.05
percent. Other problems are water, newborn fish, disease and fishing technique, 91.67,

88.89, 77.78 and 22.22 respectively.
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