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Title : A Comparative Study of the Thai and the
Japanese Tattooing
Researcher : Ms. Nanchaya Mahakhan

Year : 1997

Abstract

Tattooing has long been interested and mysterious
matter not only in Thailand and Japan but it is a worldwide
popularity. The purpose of this research was to compare
the similarfties and the differences between the Thai and
the Japanese tattooing in the following aspects : purpose,
forms, designs, symbols, believes, instruments and
equipments, methods, positions, tattooists and the do and
don’t after tattooing.

Data were gathered from documents, artifacts and
surveys. The data were analysed by mean of content
analysis.

Results of the study revealed that the Thai and
the Japanese tattooing were similar in some aspects and
different in some aspects as shown comprehensively in the
research report. But the main point of the differences
were the purpose and the forms of tattooing. For the
Thai tattooing, it was for superstitious purpose accompa-
nied with talisman and magical rite such as miraculous

powers, efficacy, good fortune, popularity, longevity,



glamour, survival, unbeatable tough skin, could not be

wounded by weapons. Tattoo designs for magical purpose
was another matters. 7They were abreviated sacred words
or sacred figures : Gatha or Yanta that were specific to

the tattoo. The other designs were gods, animals, plants
and objects. Some tattooists put the specific kind of
essential oil or herbal medicine into the color ink to
make the tattoo miraculously powerful. Some tattooists
especially a priest incanted the ‘Gatha’ (sacred words)
in magicspells as a ritual practice while tattooing to
produce magical or supernatural effect.

As the Japanese tattooing, it was most strongly
associated on a national basis. This was because it was
within Japan most unified, mostly densely applied, most
finely detail and most completely covering tattoos were
found. In Japan tattoos were the art of Irezumi,
literally meaning the ‘insertion of ink’ or more class-
ically and elegantly hori-mono, meaning something which
is ‘carved’ ‘sculpted’ or ‘engraved’. In Japan the main
purpose of tattooing was bodily decoration. Among the
Janpanese style full-body or half-body tattoos, the
designs were gods, novel heroes, mythological animals,
plants and objects. Most of the Japanese tattoos were
designed around the tenets of the Suikoden or inspired by
Kabuki plays and tend to glorify spiritual values such as

patience, courage, perserverance, generosity and loyalty.



The Japanese tattooing had had the specific form. Despite
the popularity of the tattooing worldwide, within the minds
of most people, the Japanese styled tattoo was unique and

a world-renowned among the tattoo fanatics.
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