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Abstract

This research employed the research and development design which aimed to develop a
suitable model of care and assistive technology for older adults with dementia living in community
through family and community participation. It was conducted in a selected community in Chon Buri
province. Samples were 100 of older adults, caregivers of older adults, community leaders /
community public health volunteers, staff in community relevant organization and residents.
Data were collected by 7 instruments, consisting of interviews and questionnaires which were
developed by the researcher. All instruments were assessed for reliability and validity. Adequate
levels of reliability and validity were found for all instruments. Descriptive statistics were applied
for data analyses.

The main findings were: 1.The model and technology for caring older adults with
dementia living in community through family and community participation was consisted of 7
components: 1) screening and assessment of older adults with dementia by health care
providers, 2) providing knowledge promotion on caring for older adults, caregivers,
community leaders/ public health volunteers in community, staff in community relevant
organization and residents, 3) providing skill promotion on caring for older adults with
dementia, 4) caring methods were consisted of 1. promoting of the perception and
thoughts to make older adults with dementia perceive date time and place 2. providing
emotion focused care 3. providing behavior focused care, 4. supporting system from
health care providers 5) the support system from health care providers 6) the support
system from community and community relevant organization, and 7) the system of
assisted appliances 2. Assisting technology for older adults with dementia living in
community in this research was the wireless GPS for older adults with dementia in their
homes.

The findings suggested the community and the municipality should apply the model of
care and assisting technology for older adults with dementia living in community from this
research to improve the care system for older adults with dementia living in community. The

model of care and assisting technology also should be applied in other communities.



Key words: Elderly/ Model of care and assisting technology/ dementia/ family and community

participation
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