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Abstract .

The research was conducted to study educational administrators™ and teachers™ understanding of
developmentally appropriate practices [DAP] in emergent literacy for pre-school childrenm Chonburi. This
study also examined the relationships between administrators and teachers™ understanding ot DAP In
cmergent literacy tor pre-school children. The participants were 196 administrators from cducational arca
offices from the Ministry of Education and the Ministry of Interior, and 392 teachers from public, private and
local schools. in Chonburi. The data was collected during the 2007 academic year. All participants undertook
a test of DAP in emergent literacy and completed a questionnaire which were analysed by percentage.

standard deviation and use of Pearson’s correlation.

Test scores revealed that administrators and teachers had a low level of under standing  about DAP

in emergent literacy. Most administrators understood best. the nced for the selection of teachers who had



graduated in early childhood education; they understood least, how to encourage teachers to respond to
children’s emergent writing behaviors 1n appropfiatc ways. Most‘teaché}rs understood best, the need for a
print-rich environment that changes often enough to be ffesh and interesting to children and yet remains
consistent enough to be predictable and understandable tothem: they understood least, how to respond to
children’s emergent writing behaviors but not correcting their invented spelling while children’s arranging
letters and relating the Ietter namcs to the sounds of words, ‘I n considering six aspécts of appropriate practice,
administrators rated the practices trom most (o Jeast important as follows: curriculum content should be
planned to make meaningful connections to children’s old knowledge, demonstrating skills tor childrenand
providing meaningful communication, cncuu;:ﬂgin o parents to respond to their childrenvith respect, active
listening and acknowledgement of their feelings. encouraging tecachers to usechildren’s assessments o plan
for teaching individual children, mamtaining frequent, positive, two-way communication with famihies and
communities to share their knowledge and concerns about their children’s emiergent development, and
offering Opportunitics for children to learn and practice fanguage skills through working cooperatively.
Teachers rated 5 practices as important from most to least important as follows: using assessments toplandor
teaching children individually. establishing relationships with families that increase the emoergent literacy
development of children’s writing and rcading, modeling appropriate behaviors for children®s writing and
reading, creating abalanced daily schedule for supporting collaboration among teachers”and child’s imtiating,
and constructing appropriate curriculum, including a broad of range of content related to social or cultural
values and 1ccl1111)13)§iqa11 change. According to developmentally inappropriate practices inemergent literacy,
findings revealed that most administrators and teachers used inappropriate instructional practices through
emphasizing letter recognition and alphabet-oriented skill development and written assignments out of
workbooks. Overall there was a weak, non-sagnificant, positive correlation between administrators” and
teachers’ understanding and practices  of DAP in emergent literacy (or children. Morcover, there was a
low, non-significant, negative correlation between assessments of emergent literacy development for children

and assisting parents understanding about how to support thetr children’s progress.

Key words . Preschool Children; Emergent Literacy: Developmentally Appropriate Practice n
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