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Abstract

This gualitative research entitled “The Settlement and Development on the
Eastern Region of Thailand from the Age of Modernization Period to the Present” is
aimed firstly to investigate and to collect both written and non-written factual information
about the eastern region of Thailand; secondly, to critically examine, to synthesize, and
to integrate the information using historical methodology for establishing accurate
historical perspective on this region especially from westernization period.

The findings are that since the Age of Modernization period, not only in
governmental view but also in foreigners' (missionary, \diglomatic groups, merchants
including businessmen and investors) view, the eastern region has been gradually
enhanced by factors of geo-economy, geo-politics, geo-society, culture, and wisdom.
The region has been developed by both governmental and private sectors until its
infrastructure is in a conditian for industrialization and business operation. Industries and
businesses having been operated in the region are agricdltural industry, machinery,
electronics, tourism, service, transportationtand dogistics, communication, and energy.
For security factor, naval base, military units’and military educational institute are also
located i’ the region. For socialland/health factor, educational institutes of all levels and
all fields of knowledge are located in the region; in addition, governmental and private
hospitals, healthcenters,/optional medical care centers, and medicinal herb gardens
and etc. are available in this region. As a consequence, this region provides a model
and lesson of undergoing a rapid change depended mainly on culturally and

environmentally different external intellectual and technology.

Keywords: Settlement, Development, the Eastern Region of Thailand.
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