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Strategies Used for Translating Passive Sentences

By Chiranan Pitpreecha in Thai Movie Subtitles
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Abstract
The purposes of the study were to identify translation strategies of English

passive sentences into Thai in movies subtitles and to examine Thai temporal words in
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Thai subtitles from English passive sentences in all tenses. The data were six fantasy
movies translated by Chiranan Pitpreecha during 1997-2007. The findings indicated that
the most frequently used strategy to translate passive sentences was equivalence and
omission with the percentage of 37.18 and 22.22 respectively. The least used strategy
translating passive sentences was the use of the word MEE placed before active
sentences with the percentage 0.86. The study of temporal words in Thai subtitles from
English passive sentences in all tenses showed that the translator used ‘KOEI" ‘LAAW' ‘JA’
‘TALAUDGARN' and ‘TOOK WAN'. Also, the findings indicated the use of no Thai temporal
words in 177 out of 234 sentences. The temporal word of ‘A’ appeared in 32 sentences,
while the word ‘TALAUDGARN'’ and ‘TOOK WAN' appeared in only one sentence.

Keywords: Translation Strategies, Passive Sentences, Temporal Words, Subtitles,

Chiranan Pitpreecha
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