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Abstract
Project Title : The Performance Creation as a Creative Cultural
Project for Community: A Case Study of
Contemporary Shadow Puppets Making in Sudsakorn
Catches Ma Nilmangorn

Name of the Investigators : Noppon Jamreantong

This research entitled The Performance Creation as a Creative Cultural Project
for Community: A Case Study of Contemporary Shadow Puppets Making in Sudsakorn
Catches Ma Nilmangorn aims to create a shadow theatre performance collaboration
with the Ban Don troupe in Rayong province. The research employed performance
practice research methodology; interviewing Kru Ampai Boonrod, chief of the Ban Don
shadow puppet troupe, was a part of studying the Ban Don shadow puppet
performance's identity, including data investigation. The performance creation process
was divided into three parts: 1) the play script creation by adopting the original play in
Phra Aphai Mani in the episode of Sutdsakorn Catches Ma Nil Makmangorn. 2) In The
experiment of dancing and shadow puppets play design, three new characters of
shadow puppets were created: Sudsakorn, Ma Nilmangorn, and Sudsakorn catching Ma
Nilmangorn, the choreograph was created on the concept of the duet dance (Pas de
deux) to show the performer's potential. 3) The research experimental result was
applied to practicing Ban Don's shadow puppet performance under the supervision of
Kru Ampai Boonrod and Mr. Akkarpon Chernggrai's directing. The creation of this practice
research was premiered to 140 Triam Udom Suksa Pattanakarn school audiences who
visited Ban Don's shadow puppet museum on 5 March 2024. Moreover, the Ban Don
Shadow Puppet troupe presented this performance as an opening at the NangYai Fai
Kala festival, the annual event organized by the Rayong Provincial Cultural Office. This
research result showed that cultural ecology is made practical through the
performance creation process, which uses the knowledge of the original culture
involving its owner as a participant and examiner, bringing the best usage of the
research results to its fullest potential and promoting the community values as its
objectives.

Keywords: Ban Don’s shadow puppet; contemporary shadow puppet;
Phra Aphai Mani
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