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Abstract

The purpose of this research aims at: 1) studying the level of political understanding, the level
of political affiliation, and the political participation of undergraduate students; 2) justifying the
correlation between the causal relationship model, developed by an empirical data, affecting political
participation of undergraduate students; and 3) developing the causal relationship model on political
understanding, the level of political affiliation, and the political participation of undergraduate students.
Samples of this study derive from 3,126 undergraduate students from nine universities in the Eastern
region. The research instrument is questionnaires with 41 questions testing political understanding, the
level of political affiliation, and the political participation of undergraduate students. Data were
analyzed by descriptive statistical analysis from LISREL 8.80 (Student Version) by examining the

causal relationship model.

The result indicates that 1) the level of political understanding in every aspect is on the highcst:
2) the level of political affiliation in the citizenship is high; while, political satisfaction and political
capability are both medium; 3) the level of political participation on election is high, on political
campaign 1s medium, on political movement absorption is medium, and on political movement is Jow;
and 4) An analysis on the casual relationship model of the leve!l of political understanding, the level of
political affiliation, and the political participation of universities-in the Eastern region discovers that is
consistent with test of goodness of fit equally Chi-Square (12) =22.71,degrees of freedom(df) = 14,
x” /df=1.62 probability (p-value) = .065, Goodness of Fit Index(GFI) =999, Adjusted Goodness of Fit
Index(AGFI)=.993, Comparati;/e Fit  Index(CFI)=.999, Standardized Root Mean Square
Residual(SRMR)=.009, Root Mean Square Error of Approximation(RMSEA)=.014. All model variables
indicated the political participation of student total 58 percents. The assumption test demonstrated that
1) the political affiliation is an direct result of the bolitical understanding (DE=.24); 2) the political

participationis an direct result of the political understanding (DE=.28) and the political affiliation



(DE=0.64) as well as the political participation is an indirect result of political affiliation (IE=.16). The

result of model analysis on each university is consistent.
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