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Abstract

This qualitative research aims to explore laws related to the development of
democratic citizenship in Thailand and to propose legal reform measures to support such
development. The study employs data triangulation for verification and uses content
analysis as the primary method of interpretation. The findings reveal that the legal
framework relevant to the development of democratic citizenship in Thailand consists of
five main categories: 1) laws concerning the rights, freedoms, and duties of citizens; 2) laws
related to public participation; 3) laws that form the foundation of the national education
system; 4) laws on local administrative governance; and 5) laws defining the duties of the
state in fostering democratic citizenship. Additionally, the study identifies constitutional
mechanisms that support citizenship development. In terms of legal reform, four key
dimensions are proposed: 1) accelerating the legislative process for bills that promote and
protect civil rights; 2) reconsidering lapsed bills with substantive provisions on citizenship
rights for renewed deliberation; 3) reviewing and amending legal provisions that hinder the
exercise of rights and freedoms; and 4) refraining from enacting laws that restrict citizens’

political rights and freedoms.

Keywords: Democratic Citizenship, Civic Rights, Citizenship Development, Legal Reform
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