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Abstract

This research aims to 1) Study the vernacular catering culture of Thai-Mon ethnic
group retention in Ratchaburi Province. 2) Study the knowledge and wisdom management on
Mon vernacular catering culture in Ratchaburi Province. Key informants consist of community
leader, local scholars, and Thai-Mon vernacular cuisines entrepreneurs. This qualitative
research were collected data through documentary reviews, fieldwork, observations, oral
history methods, and structured interviews. Then, analyzed through the conceptual framework
both with area contexts. The research result found that Thai-Mon communities in Ratchaburi
Province where has a long history. Mon ancestors has chosen the location and environmental
factors through Mae Klong river fertility for necessary stplies and farming. It demonstrates
them own identity who always use the natural active ingredients for cooking. The research
result on factors which affecting to the vernacular catering culture retention found that
believes directly influence the vernacular catering in any conditions. Then is valuable factor,
cooking in everycay life always run in them family and kinship system has long as inherited.
Moreover is community empowerment and public relation through the mainstream and
social media that make the cultural awareness among Thai-Mon new generations. Thai Mon
people in Ratchaburi still have the vernacular catering culture retention especially the elderly
still cooking in everyday life using seasonal local ingredients and always run in them family
and kinship system. The vernacular catering culture with cooking in everyday life menu consist
of Sour soup and mixed vegetables, Curry with holy basil and grilled fish and seasonal local
ingredients curry such as Elephant Apple curry, Chulta fruit curry etc. For the belief factor
directly influence the vernacular catering culture in ritual food of Thai-Mon traditional and
ceremonies which are Rice soaked in ice water, Siamese cassia curry and "Ka- A Kre" local curry
are offering for them spirit ancestors. Sweets in Thai-Mon traditional are fried cake, Mon
caramel etc. The Mon authentic catering in Ratchaburi Province is Moringa leaves curry with
green bean and Mon spicy sauce. For the knowledge management focus on communication
development guicelines to disseminate the vernacular catering culture through infographic
media and electronic books. Finally, The results can be apiplied by Thai-Mon communities for

preserve vernacular catering culture of Mon ethnic group in Ratchaburi Province so far.

Keywords : Retention, Vernacular catering culture, Thai-Mon ethnic group
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