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Abstract

This study aims 1) to explore ceremonies related to life and wisdom of ancient
Thai people, symbolized by the plants, in living with nature with balance dependence
and consciousness, 2) to systemize cultural knowledge about the relationship between
ancient wisdom and nature for being used in terms of education and development.
Mainly, historical method is employed in this study.

The findings show that the relationship between Thai people and natural
environment changes according to the changes of nature, environment, society, and
economy, and technology advancement. In the old days, Thai people worship plants
because they believed that there were holy spirits in the plants and they also believed
that guardian spirit of each individual was at a particular plant according to his/her birth
year (zodiac year). Auspicious plants according to Thai viewpoint can be divided into 4
groups: 1) the plants used as diet and medicine, 2) the plants with aromatic flowers,

3) the plants with auspicious names, and 4) the plants which their leaves are used in
ceremonies of life.

These 4 groups of plants, in the old days, were used in different ceremonies of
life for hope, for safely, peacefully, and prosperously living, and for joy. They were used
more or less according to their auspicious significance in various processes of
ceremonies related to life including house building, marriage, birth, topknot-cutting,
novice and monk ordinations, and death.

Traditions, conventions, and ceremonies passed to people of later generations
imply ethnic wisdom of living in terms of being with natural balance and mutual

appreciation.
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