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The Strategies of Using Chinese Characters in

Transliteration of Thai people’s name and surname
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ABSTRACT

This research aims to study transliteration patterns, characteristics and meaning of
Chinese characters used in each syllable of Thai people's transliterated names and
surnames. The research populations are 1,710 syllables of Thai people's names and
surnames and Chinese transliterated counterparts from 939 names and surnames collected
from Chinese newspapers, internet, related books and journals from 2012 to 2014. The data
are analyzed by using phonetics framework.

The research found that 3 main strategies are employed in transliteration:

Firstly, the transliteration patterns are categorized into full transliteration, partial
transliteration, transliterating by using Southern Chinese dialect sounds and transliterating by
using special features of Thai language. There is no one-to-one correlation in Thai-Chinese
transliteration. Each syllable is transliterated using either the same sound groups or the
different ones. These sound groups can be subcategorized into homophones, sounds
produced in an adjacent place of articulation, Chinese dialect sounds and Thai sounds with
special features.

Secondly, the characteristics of Chinese characters reveal that characters used in
transliteration are commonly used characters which can be divided into two kinds, well-
shaped characters containing uncomplicated strokes and semantically-emphasized
compound characters. It is statistically found that high-frequently used characters are
mostly compound and uncomplicated characters.

Thirdly, semantic strategies reveal that Chinese characters used in transliterating Thai
people's names and surnames are mostly nouns and adjectives expressing appearances,
characters, gestures, object-related qualities, wishes, etc. However, the semantic selection is

different in men and women's names.

Keywords: Transliteration of Thai people's names and surnames, Using of Chinese
characters, High-frequently used Chinese characters, Characteristics of Chinese characters,

Meaning of Chinese characters.
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