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Transliteration and Analytical study of Kap Folktale entitled

Srisuthatsanghatsachai
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Abstract

This research is the transliteration and the study of Kap (a type of Thai poetry) folk
tale, Srisuthatsanghatsachai from the ancient manuscript, which was written in scrolls. At
present they are kept and preserved in National Library of Thailand in Bangkok. This
research focuses on the analysis of the context of the tale, especially in intertextuality

and teachings.

The research finds that the author of Srisuthatsanghatsachai is unknown and the
period of the writing is uncertain. However, it is presumed that the tale was completed
around 1834 to 1882 (the Reign of King Rama Il to the early years of King Rama V). The
alphabets used in the tale have similar figures to present-day Thai alphabets but with
different orthography. It was written in Kap Yanee. Kap Chabang, Kap Surangkhanang and

other kinds of Kapps that are called differently, however, indicate the writing tunes.

The Intertextuality in Srisuthatsanghatsachai has similar story plot to Voravongsa
Jataka, which is one of the tales in Pannasa jataka. In terms of the content, the author
adapted the details of events in the story to differentiate it from Voravongsa Jataka while
combined the adapted details of events from other literatures or famous tales into
Srisuthatsanghatsachai. Furthermore, many teachings in this kap folk tale are in line with
Buddhist principles and practices, i.e. Kamma and consequence, the Three Signs of Being,
worldly vicissitudes, wisdom and meditation. They also accord with the teachings in the

conduct of life, i.e. filial piety, love and marriage, assiduity, mercy and forgiveness.

The study of Srisuthatsanghatsachai shows the versatility and skillfulness of the
author in creating such an entertaining tale as well as providing useful insights for living to
the readers. This study also acts as a way to preserve Thai literature and spread the

knowledge of this tale in order to be known to the broader audiences.

Keywords: Srisuthatsanghatsachai, Kap folk tale, Folk tale, Poetic tale, Klon suat
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