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Abstract

The purpose of this research titled “Human nature in Thomas Hobbes’
Philosophy” was to study concept of human nature in Thomas Hobbes’ philosophy and
to compare with those of important philosophers and religions. The data were collected
from Hobbes’ writings notably Leviathan and related documents such as books and
research works. They were synthesized and compared with each other according
philosophical methods to see their similarities and differences.

The results show that according to Hobbes human beings by nature were selfish
and ambitious and they strugsled to survive by any means. Therefore human beings were
suspicious and did not trust each other; and for security purpose they had the right to
protect themselves from others. However, they have to surrender their rights to the
Absolute Power namely state or Commonwealth which will protect them in terms of life
and properties.

With regard to a comparison of Hobbes’ concept of human nature with those of
important philosophers and religions the results show that Hobbes’ concept of human
nature have both similarities and differences  with those philosophers and religions. For
example, Hobbes’ position was similar to Plato and Nietzsche who were of the view that
human beings were full of lusts and ambitions and lived their life on the basis of basic
instincts. However, there were differences between Hobbes and some philosophers
namely Lock and Rousseau who, unlike Hobbes, maintained that human nature was
basically simple and non-selfish. While comparing Hobbes’ concept of human nature with
important religions it was found that Hobbes was similar to Buddhism which also believed
that human beings were full of lusts. However, there were some dissimilarities between
them, namely, while Buddhism maintain that lusts can be suspended or removed by way
of proper conduct, Hobbes believed that lusts of ambitions cannot be removed by anyone
but may be controlled by external absolute power i.e. the state. With comparison of
Hobbes’ concept of human nature to Christianity, Islam and Bramanism-Hinduism, there
were differences them, namely, while these religions hold that human beings were made
by God and their lusts and ambitions can be controlled only by belief in God, Hobbes did
not think so since he did not believe in God. Hobbes hold that human nature must be
controlled by way of social contracts in form of the State not by supernatural power

which cannot be empirically verified.
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