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53810212: MAJOR: THAISTUDY; Ph.D. {THAI STUDY)

KEY WORDS: IDENTITY/ TRADITIONS, CEREMONIES, AND BELIEFS/ SHAN
PHANNIDA KHANTHAPHAD: THE SHAN IDENTITY AND THE ADAPTATION

OF SHAN TRADITIONS, CEREMONIES, AND BELIEFS IN CHIANG MA! ADVISORY

COMMITTEE. NANCHAYA MAHAKHAN, Ph.D., RENCO WICHASIN, M.A. 369 P. 2014,

The purpose of this research was to examine 1) the Shan people's beliefs that were manifested
in traditions and ceremonies, as well as these beliefs’ roles in their ways of hife, 2) factors associated with
the adaptation of therr traditions, ceremonigs, beliefs, and identity, 3) the adaptation of their traditions,
ceremonies, and beliefs 1n their social movement, and 4) the adaptation of their iIdentity, as well as the
impacts of the dentity adaptation on bhoth Thai and Shan sacieties. Invelving 12 important Shan annual
traditions and ceremoniegs, this research was conducted in two areas  urban communities and marginalized
communities in Chiang Mal province. This research was conducted during the time period in which the Shan
pecple in both areas held the important tradihanal events and ceremonies, from 12938 to 2012. This was
quahtative research that relied on anthropological approaches. Data were coliected from documents,
observations, and interviews using cultural and historical analys:s, social relations analysis, and identity
analysis

The results from this research found that the Shan's identity was linked to their culture. Their
cuitural adaptation was followed by their identity adaptation. The adaptation of the Shan people’s traditions,
ceremonies, beliets and identity was influenced by different factors These factors included politics, which
was hinked to rehigious and educational refarm and to plans to formulate tounsm deveiopment policies;
modernization and technaology, the economy and consumerism: social conditions; and area imitation. The
Shan people’s adgaptation of traditions, ceremonies and beliefs \n refation to tourist aliractions, socie-
economic conditions, and economic Beneafits was followed by the adaptation of their identity. Thair iIdentity
was adapted to cutside society and culture through the creation of a new identity to be part of the Thal State
via traditions and ceremonies, as well as the reproduction, reconstruction or restoration of their traditions.
Therr new 1dentity was intended to make people in Thal society recognize therr value and accept therr co-
existence In the same society, in addition to claiming nghts for their ethnicity. Furthermore, adaptation of their
identity to outside society and culture had impacts on both Thal society and therr society. One of the impacts
on Thal society was the birth of organizations providing assistance for the Shan people and publicizing
information about them Tha other impacts were knowledge ganed about this ethnicity and the spark for
more research about it. As for the impacts on the Shan people, many government agencies provided
assistance for them and took care of their nghts. The other effects were the fact that the Shan people

became a new group of Buddhism patrons, and the Buddhist temples were mare cpen to Shan traditions.
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