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54810042: MAJOR: THAT STUDY: Ph.D. (THAL STUDY)
KEYWORDS: WAY OF LIFE OF ELEPHANT HERDERS/ EXISTENCE/ ADJUSTMENT/
COMPAIRING/ SOCIAL AND CULTURE
PHAQ BOONYIAM: PAKHAM: THE WAY OF LIFE AND EXISTENCE OF
ELEPHANT HERDERS UNDER DYNAMIC OF CHANGE IN SOCIAL AND CULTURAL.
ADVISORY COMMITTEE: PARADEE MAHAKHAN, M.Ed.,, NANCHAYA MAHAKHAN,

Ph.D, 229 P. 2014,

This research aims to study way of life, culture, and adjustment of elephant herders in
Banpakham, Pakham District, Buri Ram Province as well as to compare this group of clephant
herders to those ¢lephant herders in Bankhaimuenphaeo, Muang District, Chaiyaphum Province and
those in Bantaklang, Thatum District. Surin Province. This research employs qualitative approach
method.

The result shows that Banpakham is a community of an ethnic group called Korat Thai or
Thai Berng. Their ancestors led by Luang Udompanavej, an elephant soldier of Nakhon Ratchasima,
who moved to take the position of Chicf Immigration Officer at Banpakham 200 years ago. He
transmitted the knowledge and skills of elephant domestication to his descendants and people of
Pakham in which they have still conserved what Luang Udompanavej taught. Therefore, their
herding style is unique. Blockade of Cambodian forest, decrcase of forest in Banpakham, changes of
society, economy, and technology as well as imitation of transmission of ¢lephant domestication are
all the barriers of the ¢xistence or culture and adjustinent of the elephants herders in Banpakham.

When being compared to the elephant herders in Bankhaimuenphacw and Bantaklang,
the elephant herders knowledge are mainly similar. As a consequence, it is assumed that the
knowledge of these three groups of elephant herders s derived from the same origin. In terms of
adjustment, it is found that the adjustment of the elephant herders in Banpakham is rather low and
inflexiblc. The adjustment of the elephant herders in Bantaklang seems to be more flexible especially
the admittance of female elephant herders which was inacceptable in the past. The adjustment of the
elephant herders in Bankhaimuenphaew seems to be modcrately flexible. In conclusion, the elephant
herders in Banpakham arc strict to traditional custom, so it can not adapt to the social and cultural

changes.
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