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NAPATSAWAN SUPATIT: THE RITUALS FOR THE DEAD OF CHINESE-THAI
IN CHONBURI. ADVISORY COMMITTEE: BOONROD BOONGIRD, Ph.D., BOONLERT

YONGPHET, Ph.D.. 240 P. 2014.

This research entitled “The Rituals for the Dead of Chinese-Thai in Chon Buri” aims firstly to
study the belief of Chaoshou people before immigrating into Chon Buri; secondly, to study the organization
of the rituals for the dead of Chinese-Thai in Chon Buri; and thirdly, to investigate the factors of cultural
change and integration for holding the rituals for the dead of this group of people. The findings are
presented in form of descriptive analysis.

The findings show that so far the rituals have been greatly evolved. 1} At the very beginning,
the Chinese integrated Confucian’s and Taoist’s beliefs into the practice. In Confucianism, gratitude
towards ancestor is one of the most important principles and the bodies of the dead ancestors are not
allowed to be cremated but buried. This is because names, family names, and contributions of the dead can
be inscribed on the gravestones in front of the tombs. Also, a plate inscribed with the name of the dead
ancestor is made and brought to the family’s house for the descendants to worship. In Taoism, nature is the
essence. The location of the tomb must be delicately selected and harmonized with the nature and it must
promote the descendants” prosperity in the future, according to the Taoist belief. 2) The rituals pattern 0f
the Chinese had greatly struggled in immigrating into Thailand, their way of living especially belief and
rituals have been still preserved. Their belief and rituals have then been integrated into the way of living of
Thai people. Similar to other groups of Chinese, the Chinese people settling in Chon Buri have integrated
their belief and rituals into Thai culture which results in Thai-Chinese culture, Both Thai and Chinese
cultures have been preserved and exist. 3) The reasons which facilitate this integration are marriage,
characteristic of family, religion and belief, and education, Although the Chinese-Thai people living in
Chon Buni have tried to keep their traditional practice, the rituals are deviated from what they were in the
past. This is because of the lack of insight knowledge of custom, the uncleamess of being true Chinese, and
the influences of modemization and technology. However, what is existing with these Chinese-Thai is the
belief that their ancestors’ souls are being with them and the descendants do hope that their ancestors’ souls

arc living in peace.
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