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52810087: MAIJOR : THAI STUDY ; Ph.D. (THAI STUDY)
KEYWORDS: THAI-KHMER /WAY OF LIFE / TRADITIONS / RITUALS / BELIEFS
/ CHANTHABURI
NARONGRIT SUKSAWAT: THE EXISTENCE OF THE WAY OF LIFE,
TRADITIONS, RITUALS AND BELIEFS OF THAI - KHMER ETHNIC GROUP AT
PONGNAMRON DISTRICT, CHANTHABURI PROVINCE. ADVISORY COMMITTEE:

PRATAN MAHAKHAN, Ed.D., CHAINARONG SRIMONTA Ph.D. 373 P. 2014.

This research aimed to study settlements, historical development, way of life,
traditions, rituals and beliefs of the Thai-Khmer ethnic group at Pongnamron District,
Chanthaburi province. The methodology of qualitative research in folklore used for data
collection. The research revealed that the Thai-Khmer group at Pongnamron district, Chantaburi
province are the ethnic group same as the Khmer who live in Cambodia and Southern Isan of
Thailand. The previous living has divided their brotherhood into twogroups, thatseparate the
culture and cut off the existing between them.

The ways of life of the Thai-Khmer group in mentioned area are simple; they are
friendly, live together in the village and have Khmer language for the communication among
them. They pay respect to is “San Na Ta” the shrine of their ancestor located in central of village.
Also, they have various forms for their traditions, rituals and beliefs. For example, they believe in
“Kru Kamnurd” everyone is born must have their personal god to protect. “Ooj Pua” is their
identity; it is special treatment by using fire for medication. “San Kwai” is ritual to sacrifice
guardian spirit of paddy field. Moreover, there is a tradition for life sacred “Kae Krua” to
exorcise. The existence of the traditions, rituals and beliefs are three characteristics. First, it is
preserved and to be modified to suit their community. Second, it is disappeared and remain the
narrative. The last, the invention to reflect community. The rituals and beliefs have great

influence to the community in order to refine the members according to the norms of society.
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