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52810094: THAI STUDIES
KEY WORD: THE LORD BUDDHA ENTERED THE NIRVANA / CHANTING
POEM

MACHIMA WEERASILP: THE STUDY OF THAI BELIEFS IN
CHANTING POEM “THE LORD BUDDHA ENTERED THE NIRVANA'”
THESIS ADVISOR: NANCHAYA MAHAKHAN, Ph.D. 243 P. 2014.

The purposes of this thesis is to interpret the 349" and the 350" manuscripts
of the Lord Buddha Entered the Nirvana Chanting Poem, in order to provide a
simplified, more accessible version of the poems to individuals interested in studying
the poem. The thesis is also set to identify the relations between the ethics lessons
being taught in the manuscripts and the local beliefs in the Thai society.

The study reveals distinguishing differences between the two manuseripts as
follows; the 345™ has writing techniques leaning toward local folklore, exhibiting
strong emphasis on local ways of life and local social ideology.

On the other hand, the 350" manuscript lends itself toward becoming a
model folklore, judging from the use of the royal household storytelling types of
idioms, and orthography which illustrates a more refine and systematic wording and
spelling approach than that of the 349" manuscript.

During the course of studying the manuscripts, it has been clear that both
document, though disguised as series of folklores, had helped shaping the Thai society
by providing guidelines in how to and how not to behave as male and female
members of the community regardless of their roles in the society; whether they are a
father, a mother, a child, a husband, a wife, a teacher, an employer, an employee or a
perpetuator of Buddhism.

Further study has also unveiled the relations between the chanting poem and
the Thai beliefs, pointing out the teachings in the document have been strictly
followed from one generation to the next. However there are parts of these teachings

that have been neglected in the modern time.
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